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Child-on-Child Abuse Policy

Executive Summary

At Bedstone College we continue to ensure that any form of abuse or harmful behaviour is
dealt with as soon as possible and consistently to reduce the extent of harm to the pupil,
with full consideration to impact on that pupil’s emotional and mental health and well-
being.

Peer on peer abuse is very closely linked to the College anti-bullying policy and child
protection policy, as well as other key documents which include mobile devices policy, code
of behaviour and the College Rules.

Staff should be able to recognise the importance of distinguishing between developmentally
expected behaviour and problematic behaviour and highly abnormal / abusive behaviour.

This policy, our child protection policy, government guidance and other references listed
provide clear guidance on how schools should manage sexual violence and sexual
harassment between children. It is made very clear that such behaviours are not
acceptable, will never be tolerated and is not an inevitable part of growing up. Similarly,
such behaviours should not be dismissed as “banter”, “part of growing up”, “just having a
laugh” or “boys being boys”. This section of the policy is fit for purpose, remains
unchanged, and should inform all practice in relation to any Harmful Sexual Behaviours

between children, specifically the following section:

As a school, where we discover incidents of sexualised behaviours between children, we will
respond to this in line with the Shropshire Protocol for Managing Peer on Peer Harmful
Sexual Behaviour in Schools, Settings and Colleges and with reference to the following
documents:

Brook Traffic Light Tool see Appendix B

Background

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2023 states that

‘Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure their child protection policy includes
procedures to minimise the risk of peer on peer abuse and sets out how allegations of
peer on peer abuse will be investigated and dealt with’

“Governing bodies should ensure that there are procedures in place to handle allegations
against other children”. The guidance also states the importance of minimising the risks
of Child-on-Child abuse.

In order to protect children, we need to be aware of the level and nature of risk to which
pupils are or may be exposed, take a whole-school approach to preventing and responding
to Child-on-Child abuse and use the policy as a preventative measure, recognise national
and increasing concern about this issue, and encourage pupils to speak up should they or a
friend feel unsafe.



Aims of the Policy
1. To be preventative and minimise the risk of peer on
peer abuse
2. To help identify and manage peer on peer abuse
3. To be a working document alongside the child
protection policy and other relevant policies

Definition
What is peer on peer abuse?

Any form of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse, and coercive control,
exercised between children and within children’s relationships (both intimate and non-
intimate), friendships, and wider peer associations.

It can take various forms including (but not limited to): bullying (including cyber-
bullying), relationship abuse, domestic violence, child sexual exploitation, youth
produced sexual imagery, youth violence, harmful sexual behaviour and / or be

gender—based.

Online Child-on-Child abuse is any form of Child-on-Child abuse with a digital element, for
example, sexting, online abuse, coercion and exploitation, Child-on-Child grooming,
threatening language delivered via online means, the distribution of sexualised content,
and harassment.

All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children and that it can happen
both inside and outside of school or college and online. It is important that all staff
recognise the indicators and signs of peer on peer abuse and know how to identify it and
respond to reports.

All staff should understand, that even if there are no reports in their schools or colleges it
does not mean it is not happening, it may be the case that it is just not being reported. As
such it is important if staff have any concerns regarding peer on peer abuse they should
speak to the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy).

It is essential that all staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate
behaviours between peers, many of which are listed below, that are actually abusive in
nature. Downplaying certain behaviours can lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviours,
an unsafe environment for children and in worst case scenarios a culture that normalises
abuse leading to children accepting it as normal and not coming forward to report it.

Peer on peer abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

® bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);
® abuse in intimate personal relationships between peers;

® physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise
causing physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates,
threatens and/or encourages physical abuse);



® sexual violence, such as rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may
include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual
violence);

® sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual
harassment, which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse;

® causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing
someone to strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a
third party;

® consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi nudes images and or
videos (also known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery);

® upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing
without their permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to
obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm; and

® initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group
and may also include an online element).

All staff should be clear as to the school’s or college’s policy and procedures with regards
to peer on peer abuse and the important role they have to play in preventing it and
responding where they believe a child may be at risk from it.

Types of Abuse - details
Sexually harmful behaviour / sexual abuse (including inappropriate sexualised language,

touching, assault). The Hackett continuum model demonstrates the range of sexual
behaviours, which in turn is useful to understand the level of behaviour and therefore how

to respond. See Appendix A and Appendix B.

Sexting is when someone sends or receives a sexually explicit text, image or video. This
includes sending ‘nude pics’, ‘rude pics’ or ‘nude selfies’. Pressuring someone into sending a
nude picture can happen in any relationship and to anyone, whatever their age, gender or
sexual preference.

Bullying including cyber bullying. Bullying includes actions such as making threats,
spreading rumours, attacking someone physically or verbally or for a particular reason
eg size, hair colour, gender, sexual orientation, and excluding someone from a group on
purpose.

In assessing if the behaviour is bullying it is worth considering the level of aggression and
if it is repeated behaviour or a significant one-off incident.

An Imbalance of Power: Young people who bully use their power—such as physical
strength, access to embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm
others. Power imbalances can change over time and in different situations, even if
they involve the same people.



Repetition: Bullying behaviours happen more than once or have the potential to
happen more than once.

Cyberbullying is the use of phones, instant messaging, e-mail, chat rooms or social
networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter to harass, threaten or intimidate
someone for the same reasons as stated above.

Relational aggression is a form of bullying set to intentionally manipulate and damage
the relationships of their victims. This may include; spreading rumours, making
friendships conditional, making fun of the individual’s appearance, coercing or
encouraging them to take a particular course of “negative” action or excluding the
individual from a social group.

Relational abuse is defined as a pattern of actual or threatened acts of physical, sexual,
and / or emotional abuse, perpetrated by an adolescent (between the ages of 13 and 18).
Abuse may include insults, coercion, social sabotage, sexual harassment, threats and / or
acts of physical or sexual abuse. The abusive teen uses this pattern of violent and coercive
behaviour, in a heterosexual or same gender relationship, in order to gain power and

maintain control over the partner.

Prejudiced behaviour refers to a range of hurtful behaviour, physical or emotional or both,
which causes someone to feel powerless, worthless, excluded or marginalised, and which
is connected with prejudices around belonging, identity and equality in wider society —in
particular, prejudices to do with disabilities and special educational needs, ethnic, cultural
and religious backgrounds, gender, home life, (for example in relation to issues of care,
parental occupation, poverty and social class) and sexual identity (homosexual, bisexual,
transsexual).

Responsibility of Staff

Identify the concern, take all concerns seriously never tolerate abuse as “banter”
Log on PUPIL as a pastoral concern

In particular, consideration must always be given to whether an issue should be
responded to through the first stages of the bullying policy, as high-level bullying,
or as Child-on-Child abuse. Staff should seek advice and support from the DSLs if
they have any doubt.

Inform the DSL

Support all those involved (victim(s) and perpetrator(s)) through pastoral care
system (tutor, hsm, medical centre, DSLs, friends, home)



Action and Ongoing Review

Identify locations that may be vulnerable for pupils

Language: Try to steer aware from victim and perpetrator, more understanding of the child
and the reasoning behind their behaviour before labelling

Identify any pupils who may be vulnerable (Heads of House)
Communicate with those who need to be aware (Heads of House / tutors / DSLs)
Actively promote gender equality and healthy relationships (raise awareness with Prefects)

Pupils: Raise awareness and frequent messaging about healthy relationships. Examples of
what is unhealthy and what is abusive. Link to positive mental health.

Whilst Hackett’s model is focused on sexual abuse, it is a useful generic starting point for
categorising other types of Child-on-Child abuse
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Appendix B — Brook Model of Sexual Behaviours

(3 brook SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

® © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL
Behaviours: age 0 to 5 years

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level
of intervention that will vary.

@ Greenbehaviours @ Amber behaviours @ Red behaviours

* holding or playing with own genitals * preoccupation with adult sexual * persistently touching the genitals of
« attempting fo touch or curiosity behaviour other chadren
about other chidren's genitals * puling other chidren’s pants down/ * persistent attemptis to touch the
about breasts, bottoms or genitals of il _ « smulation of sexual activity in play
adults » talking about sex usng adult slang « sexual behaviour between young
* gaomes e.g. mummies and daddies, * preoccupation with touching the children involving penetration with
doctors and rurses genitals of other people objects
* enjoying nakedness + following others into todets or + forcing other children fo engoge in
oo £ changing rooms fo look at them or sexual play
metesl in body parts and what they touch e
« curiosity about the differences * talking about sexual activities seen on
. TV/onling
between boys and girks
What is green behaviour? What is amber behaviour? What is red behaviour?
Green behaviours refiect safe and Amber behaviours have the potential Red behaviours are outside of safe and
heaithy sexual development. They are: to be outside of safe and healthy healthy behaviour. They may be:

behaviouwr. They may be:

* displayed between chidren or * excessive, sacretive, compukive,

young people of similar age or * unusual for that particular chid or coercive, degrading or threatening
developmental abiity young person « involving sgniicant oge,

« reflective of natural curiosity, » of potential concern due fo age, or developmental, or power differences
axpearimentation, consensual developmental differencas « of concern due to the activity type
octivities and positive choices ’ oo R :

» of potential concern due fo activity frequency, duration or the contextin
type. frequency, duration or confext which they occur
in which they occur
What can you do? What can you do?
Green behaviours provide Amber behaviours signal the need to
oppommbs to give positive feedback toke nofice and gather information
‘and additional information. fo assess the appropriate action.
&octhmﬁmnmymbmmm £ tained in this p tion & te ond vp-to-date of the time of being pubkthed. As informoSon
Wy changing, read, wmmumuwumbmmmmm S&mook accepts no resporaibiity for
ﬁmhﬁﬂmmmamﬂdwiﬁﬁﬂxh@mmmw ations 2 ¢

mmmmmr@a ted with p ion from True Relaficnihios & Reprocuctive Hedlth. (2012}, trafic Lights guide fo sexwd behaviours in

idren and young people: idenfy, and d. e True Relatorsnips & Rep five Health, Australa.

Umited Company regstered in England ond Woales, number 24646740. Registered Charity in Engiand ond Wales, number 702015. Registered Chasty in Scofiond. number SCO45788.
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SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

Behaviours: age 5 to 9 years
All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level

of intervention that will vary.

© © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

@ Green behaviours

* fealing and touching own genitals

* curiosty about other chidren's
genials

« curiosity about sex and relationships,
0.g. differences between boys and
grls, how sax hoppens, where babies
come from, same-sex relatiorships

* serse of privacy about bodies

* feling stories or asking questions using
swear and skang words for parts of
the body

@ Amber behaviours

* questiors about sexual activity which
persst or are repeated frequently,
despite an answer having been given

* saxuwal bullying foce to face or
through texts or online messoging

* engoging in mutual masturbation

* persstant sexudl imoges and ideas in
talk, play and art

* use of adult sikang languoge fo
discuss sex

@ Red behaviours

* frequent masturbation in front of
others

* sexual behaviour engaging
sgnificantly younger or less able
chidren

* forcing other children to take part in
sexual activities

* smulation of oral or penetrative sex

* sourcing pormographic material
online

What is green behaviour?

Green behavioun refiect safe and
hedlthy sexual davelopment. They are:

* dsplayed between chidren or
young people of similar age or
developmental abiity

« reflective of natural curiosity,
experimentation, consensual
activities and positive choices

What is amber behaviour?

Amber behaviours have the potentiol
to be outside of safe and healthy
behaviouwr, They may be:
* unusudl for that particutar chid or
young person
« of potential concern due fo age, or
davelopmental differences

+ of potential concarn due fo activity
typa, fraquency, duration or context

in which thay occur
What can you do? What can you do?
Green behavioun Amber behaviours signal the need to
opportunities fo give positive feedback take nofice and gather information
: to assess the approprote action,

What is red behaviour?
Red behaviours are outside of safe and
healthy behaviour. They may be:

¢ excesive, secretive, compuisive,
coercive, degrading or threatening

* involving sgnificant oge
developmental, or power differences

* of concern due fo the octivity type,
frequency. duration or the context in
which they occur

mmmmmmmmummmmmnmw munmdwm As indotmation

advaad 10 use tha information for up %o one month from
ncmm confaine.
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SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

® © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

Behaviours: age 9 to 13 years
All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level

of intervention that will vary,

@ Green behaviours

« solitary masturbation

* uso of sexual languoge including
swoor and siang words

* having grl/boyfriends who are of the
same, opposide or any gender

* interest in popular culture, 0.9,
fashion, music, media, onfine games,
chatting onine

* neod for privacy

« consensual kissing, hugging. holding
hands with peer

@ Amber behaviours @ Red behaviours

* unchorocteristic and riskselated * oxposing genitals or masturbating in
behaviour, e.9. sudden and/ public
or provocative changes in dress, + distributing naked o sexually

witharawal from friends, mixing with
new or older people, hoving more or
loss monay than usual, going missing .

provocative moges of self or others
sexualy explicit talk with younger

« verbal, physical or cyber/virtual S
soxual bullying Involving sexual * soxual harassment
aggression + aranging 1o meet with an online
« LGBT fesbian, gay, bsexual, acquaintance in secret
transgender) fargeted bullying + genital injury fo self or others

* exhibitionism, 0.9, flashing or mooning
+ giving out contact details online

forcing other children of saome age.
younger of less able o fake part in

* viewing pornographic material Iunual acitviles
* sexual activity e.g. oral sex or
* worrying about being pregnant or intercouse
having STis
- * prasence of saxvally ransmitted
infection {571)

* avidence of pregnancy

What is green behaviour?

Greon behaviourn reflect sale and
heatthy sexual development, They are:

* duplayed between chidren or
young paople of similar age or
developmental ability

« reflective of natural curiosity,
axperimentation, consensual
octivities and positive choices

What is red behaviour?

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
heaithy behaviour. They may be:

* excessive, secretive, compuisive,
coercive, degrading or threatening

What is amber behaviour?

Amber behaviours have the potential
to be outside of sofe and healthy
behaviowr. They may be:

* unusual for thot parficular chid or

young panon * involving significant oge,
+ of potential concermn due fo age, or davelopmantal, or powaer differances
developmental diferences * of concern due o the octivity type,

frequency, duration or the contaxt in
which they occur

+ of potential concern due to activity
type, fraquency, duration or contex!

in which they occur
What can you do? What can you do?
behaviours Amber behaviours signal the need to
opporiunities 1o give positive feedback foke notice and gather information
: to ossess the approprdate action.
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Behaviours: age 13 to 17 years

All green, amber and red behaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level
of intervention that will vary.

SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS

® © @ TRAFFIC LIGHT TOOL

@ Green behaviours

solitary masturbation

sexually explicit conversations with
peers

obscenities and jokes within the
current cultural norm

interest in erotica/pornography
use of internet/e-media fo chat
online

having saxual or non-sexual
relationships

sexual octivity including hugging,
kissing, holding hands

consenting oral and/or penetrative
sex with others of the same or
opposite gender who are of similar
age and developmental ability
choosing not to be saxually active

@ Amber behaviours

* occessing exploitative or violent
pormography

* uncharacteristic and risk-reloted
behaviour, e.g. sudden and/
or provocative changes in dress,
withdrawal from friends, mixing with
new or older people, having more or
less monay thon usudl, going missing

* concern about body image

* aking and sanding noked or sexually
pravocative images of self or others

* single occurrence of peeping,
exposing. mooning or obscene
gestures

* giving out contact details online

¢ joining adult- only social networking
sites and giving false personal
information

* arranging a face to foce meeting
with an online contact alone

@ Red behaviours

* axposing genitals or masturbating in
pubsc

praoccupation with sex, which
interferes with daiy function

sexual degradation/humiation of self
or others

attempting/forcing others to expase
genitak

sexualy aggressive/exploitative
behaviour

sexwaly explicit talk with younger
chidren

sexual harassment
non-consensual sexual activity

wse of/occeptance of power and
control in sexual relationships

genital injury fo self or others

sexual contoct with others where
there s a big difference in age or
abiity

sexual activity with someona in
outhority and in a position of trust

sexual activity with family members

involvemeant in sexual exploitation
and/or frafficking

sexwal contact with animals
receipt of gits or money in exchange
for sex

What is green behaviour?

What is amber behaviour?

What is red behaviour?

Red behaviours are outside of safe and
heaithy behaviour. They may be:

Graen behaviours reflect safe and
healthy sexual development. They are:

Amber behaviours have the potential
to be outside of safe and healthy
behaviour, They may be:

« dsplayed between chidren or

young people of similar age or
developmental abiity

reflective of natural curiosity,
experimentation, consensual

* unusual for that parficutar chid or
young person

* of potential concern due to age. or
developmental diferences

* excessive, sacrelive, compulsive,

coercive, degrading or threatening

* involving significant age,

developmental, or power differences
of concern due to the activity type,

octivities and posifive choices « of potential concern due fo activity frequency. duration or the context in
type, fraquency, duration or contex! which they occur
in which they occur
What can you do? What can you do?
Green ) Amber behaviours signal the need to
opportunities fo give positive feedback take notice and gather information
and nal fo assess the approprate action.

ined in this on & te ond uptodale of the time of
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